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Paul Hufker 
 

  11 Raritan #B5, Highland Park, NJ, 08904 
Cell: 314-413-8299   

Email: paulhufker@gmail.com, paul.hufker@rutgers.edu 
 

Professional Summary 
 

Full-time Assistant Teaching Professor at Rutgers University, with equal expertise 
in both creative writing and playwriting, as well as on more analytical writing: text 
analysis, English composition, collegiate paper preparation and writing, rhetorical 
devices and strategies. Either track connects with my deep focus on student 
engagement. My unique undergraduate degree in theatrical performance (BFA), 
combined with my masters in theatrical writing (MFA), makes me able to engage 
students in a more holistic fashion. Evoking empathy, creating classroom trust, and 
committing to expanding classroom lessons to the world beyond, emboldens students 
to unabashedly care about that which they are learning. Often useful, engaged, 
empathetic, critical thinkers emerge.  

 
Further, I am able to tailor the speed and complexity of each course to the skill 

level of each classroom. I am always interested in expanding classroom pedagogy, 
creating anti-racist spaces, and incorporating modern techniques into my current 
teaching framework.  
 

Qualifications 
Special focus on:  
*Playwriting and creative writing  (see bio below) 
*Collegiate paper writing (both preparation and execution) 
*Expansion of ideas beyond text and classroom applicability, to real-world 
consequences  
*Student appeal – ability to communicate in a respectful, genuine manner which fosters 
a palpable sense of inter-classroom trust  

 
Experience 

 
Rutgers University, Writing Program – 2017-Present 
2017-2018 – Adjunct 
2018-2021- Teaching Instructor – Non-Tenure, Full-Time 
2021-Present – Assistant Teaching Professor 
 
Brooklyn College, English Department, 2015-2017 
Adjunct 
 

mailto:paulhufker@gmail.com
mailto:paulhufker@gmail.com
Paul Hufker

Paul Hufker

Paul Hufker



Paul	Hufker	Teaching	Resume																																																paulhufker@gmail.com		 2	

 
 

Courses Taught 
 

Research in the Disciplines: Creativity 
Designed for those who passed Expository Writing (101), Research in the Disciplines 
focuses exclusively on how to build a research paper, from thesis to sources, to 
bibliographies and beyond. Strategies for critical, connected argument-making are 
explored and solidified, and arguments are extended to reach final page minimum 
length of 10-12 pages.  
 
English for Academic Discourse II 156 
Designed for English speakers for whom English is a second language, this course builds 
competency in both critical analysis and collegiate paper writing. In this course, the skills 
I find myself using most are my ability to be patient; to help-build, directly and carefully, 
with each student, their mastery, confidence, and engagement with the material. 
 
English for Academic Purposes II 156 
This is a revamped version of EAD II – this course focuses on English language learners 
who are not quite ready for the new “College Writing” course. Once again, in this 
course, the skills I find myself using most are my ability to be patient; to help-build, 
directly and carefully, with each student, their mastery, confidence, and engagement 
with the material. This course is about guiding, about building comfort and confidence 
in the student, and about getting them to think about themselves and their choices in 
life, as well as in writing (which as we all know is ‘thinking’).  
 
English for Academic Discourse; Discussion and Presentation Skills 152 
Designed as a course more about speaking and less about writing, this highly-useful 
course offers students who wish to build their competency and confidence in speaking 
English in public (both discussing ideas and presenting student work) a chance to engage 
with their peers in a targeted, focusing on skills-building, in-class exercises. In this 
course, the teaching skills which are most applicable are encouragement and kindness, 
as well as my special skills in performance and the theatrical realm (or the “theatrical 
space”).  
 
Basic Composition 100 (and 100R) *I taught both* 
This course is a scaffolding course, which helps students achieve competency in the 
fundamentals of writing the college paper. Designed as a course with a focus on quizzes 
as well as papers, this course helps student identify, build and refine the writing and 
thinking skills necessary to succeed in Expository writing, and also to be useful, engaged 
members of the world. This class utilizes my ability to help students stay focused as they 
transition their skills into more technical paper writing. The way to do this is get 
students to truly believe that this material will be applicable to their experiences outside 
of the classroom. My ability to do this often still surprises me. 
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Expository Writing 101 
This is the crown jewel of Rutgers’ Writing Program. This intense, fast-paced course 
challenges students to think critically, often for the first time, and to determine the 
value of not merely academic ideas, but their own thoughts and actions. Typically, 5 
college essays are written, and students must use creativity as well as utilizing the 
fundamental skills they acquired in previous Writing Program courses to formulate, 
revise and refine independent thesis statements which they must prove using sources 
discussed in-class. This course is all about keep students intellectually jogging; no 
stopping, here. My ability to keep students moving, focusing on the next paper, and not 
the last, is crucial here; as crucial as getting students to believe that this material is 
relevant for their respective lives and futures – which it most certainly is.  
 
College Writing 101 
I taught this first in spring, 2024 so perhaps it is not eligible for this merit award. 
 
 
 
 
 

Brooklyn College: Spring 2015-2017 
 
Undergraduate Playwriting Workshop 
This is my favorite all-time course. In it, students each write a ten-to-fifteen minute play, 
which is then read in-class, and followed by a classroom discussion of the piece. 
Students learn to comment on others’ work, as well as to refine their own, and also 
hopefully spark a lifelong passion for the theatrical arts. This course encourages new 
and emerging writers to write new work, be bold enough to have it read in-class, and 
listen in a useful way to feedback and criticism. Hopefully, a lifelong passion for theatre 
is sparked. Here, my ability to encourage, to make theatre seem alive and relevant, and 
to allow students to boldly explore new avenues of creativity, are the key components 
to success. 
  
Undergraduate Creative Writing 
This course takes entry-level college creative writers, and helps them sharpen their 
skills, and emboldens their confidence to not only write, but to read their writing aloud 
in the classroom space. In-class lectures and conversations focus on story structure, 
plot-building, stylistic choices, and character development, among other things. This 
course requires a similar direction as the above course, because while students are 
often dedicated in this course to their creative writing, they are often insecure as to the 
quality of their work, and rather nervous to read anything aloud. This course encourages 
their in-class ability to read their own work, as well as listen to feedback in a way which 
doesn’t harm the student’s sense of self, and encourages writing as a passion. My skills 
here are very similar to the above – this is not the time to be overly critical of new work, 
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but to foster lifelong passions. 
 
English Composition I  
This course is the standard, entry-level freshman, writing course, which utilizes essays 
appropriate for college (the meaning of that is up for debate indeed) and helps student 
identify, learn, and refine the skills necessary to prove an independent thesis statement. 
The requirements from the professor in this course are akin to those in Basic Comp 
above. 
 
English Composition II 
This course is designed to take the skills built and refined in ECI, and carry them over 
into the creative writing field. This course analyzes novels, poems, and other artistic 
pieces of literature, and asks critical-thinking questions, designed to improve and 
expand the student’s ability to create and refine cohesive, logical arguments and to 
prove those arguments using well-selected sources and appropriate quotes. The 
requirements from the professor in this course are akin to those in Expos above. 

 
 
 
 

Education 
BFA in Theatrical Performance – Webster University 2005, Webster Groves, MO  
MFA in Playwriting – Brooklyn College 2016, Brooklyn, NY  
 
*Class syllabi available on request  
*Previous non-teaching employment history available on request  
*Student testimonials available on request  
 
 
 

Creative Writing Bio: 
 
Paul has been an AEA actor, playwright and director in the NYC area for over 15 years. 
He is a proud graduate of Brooklyn College’s MFA playwriting program, under Mac 
Wellman and Erin Courtney.	
	
Paul has worked with many NYC theatre companies including: The Bechdel Group 12 
Peers Theatre Company, The Tank Theatre Company, Variations Theatre 
Company, AND Theatre Company, the 29th St Playwrights’ Collective (Member), Cut 
Edge Collective (member) and	many others theatre companies across the US. 
	
His play Birthday in the Bronx premiered in NYC in 2019.	
	
Paul has worked with fashion designer and political activist Carla Fernandez,	

mailto:paulhufker@gmail.com


Paul	Hufker	Teaching	Resume																																																paulhufker@gmail.com		 5	

writing her London fashion show/protest piece, which debuted in London in 2018.	Also 
in 2018, Paul worked with world-renowned visual artist Pedro Reyes, writing	his Noam 
Chomsky-Inspired puppet play Manufacturing Mischief, which premiered	in NYC and 
internationally, and was directed by Meghan Finn. In the fall of 2017,	Paul wrote the 
script for Pedro Reyes’ massive art installation in Brooklyn entitled	Doomocracy, also 
directed by Meghan Finn.	
	
He is a 2023 New Voices Residency winner from the University of Alabama, a 2018 
Eugene O’Neill Prize Semi-Finalist, a 2016 Great Plains Theatre	Conference invited 
playwright, a 2015 and 2016 Himan Brown Award winner	(through Brooklyn College), a 
2016 O’Neill Conference semi-finalist, a 2016	American Theatre in Higher Education 
Excellence in Playwriting Award finalist, a	2015 Jerome Fellowship finalist, a 2014 
Princess Grace Award semi-finalist, and a	2011 O’Neill Conference semi-finalist. His 
writing collaborations have been produced in NYC,	throughout the US, and in Toronto, 
Canada, as well as at MIT, the Museo Jumex in	Mexico City and the Serpentine Gallery 
in London. His plays have been published by Masque and Spectacle magazine as well as 
Next Stage Press. He is currently a full-time	Assistant Teaching Professor at Rutgers 
University, in their Writing Program, and a proud graduate of Webster University where 
he received his BFA in theatrical performance.	
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